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positions. Which of your ten checkmates seems the best, closest op-

tion? Then, in your life, try to start noticing the similarity in situations 

you encounter to the schemas you’ve stored. This quick recognition 

of schema is a major component of expert performance.
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104  Garth Sundem

REDUCTIVE BIAS IN MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS

In winter, the town of Kotzebue, Alaska, is accessible only by air or snow 
machine and is home to about three thousand people, mostly Inupiat 
Eskimos. As you can imagine, in these lovely Alaskan winters, people 
tend to crowd together indoors hoping to avoid unpleasant things like 
hypothermia and death. And so when one person gets the sniffl es, it 
spreads like wildfi re through the population. The same is true of tu-
berculosis, which was the state’s leading cause of death until 1950. On 
National Public Radio, Dr. Michael Cooper described patients he saw in 
Kotzebue as recently as 2009 presenting with a persistent cough, night 
sweats, and weight loss, and lamented that “TB was rarely on my list 
of diagnoses when I would see a patient. I hate to admit that. And as I 
look back now, I go through these patients some nights and I think, that 
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